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Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) for
The Army Corps of Engineers Use of a Staging Area Ancillary to the
Coos Bay North Jetty Interim Repair

Introduction:

An Environmental Assessment (EA) has been prepared by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
(Corps) to analyze the environmental effects of an interim repair of the Coos Bay North Jetty.
The jetty is part of the Corps’ Coos Bay navigation project, located in Coos County, Oregon. The
proposed project will provide a stable entrance channel and minimize the need for maintenance
dredging.

The project includes the ancillary use of United States Department of Interior, Bureau of Land
Management, Coos Bay District (BLM) land for an overland staging area. BLM has reviewed the
EA for the potential effects of the Corps’ use of a 10-acre cleared staging area on the North Spit
located about 7 miles north of the jetty on BLM land. The land is in the jurisdiction of the
Umpqua Field Office. The Corps has filed an application for a temporary amendment to their
existing right-of-way (R/W) for use of this site. The Corps is requesting use of BLM lands from
August 2008 through the completion of the Coos Bay North Jetty Interim Repair Project, which
is anticipated to last as late as March 2009. All improvements associated with the staging area
would be temporary and would be removed at the end of the project. Following the completion
of the project the staging area would be restored to preconstruction conditions to the extent
practical.

Background:

The Coos Bay District (CBD) of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is under the direction
of the Coos Bay District Resource Management Plan (RMP), as supplemented and amended and
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and its’ Record of Decision (ROD) (BLM, 1995). The
RMP and its’ ROD are in conformance with the Final Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement on Management of Habitat for Late-Successional and Old Growth Forest Related
Species Within the range of the Northern Spotted Owl and its ROD (Northwest Forest Plan
[NWFP]) as supplemented and amended (Interagency, 1994).

Activity resulting from the proposed action would be subject to State of Oregon Administrative
Rule No. 340-108, Oil and Hazardous Materials Spills and Releases, which specifies the
reporting requirements, cleanup standards and liability that attaches to a spill or release or
threatened spill or release involving oil or hazardous substances. In addition, the Coos Bay



District Hazardous Materials Contingency Plan and Spill Plan for Riparian Operations apply
when applicable to operations where a release threatens to reach surface waters or is in excess of
reportable quantities.

Finding of No Significant Impact:

A careful review of the EA, which | herein adopt, indicates that there will not be a significant
impact on the quality of the human environment from the implementation of the Proposed
Action. | agree with this conclusion and determined that an Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS) will not be prepared. This determination is based on consideration of the following factors:

1. The proposed action will occur in localized areas within the boundaries of the Coos Bay
District. The proposed action is not national or regional in scope.

2. The proposed action will not significantly affect public health and safety. Public safety will be
maintained by restricting public access at the staging area.

3. The proposed action will not have an impact on unique characteristics of the geographic area
such as energy development, air quality, prime unique farmlands, environmental justice/native
American trust resources, wild & scenic rivers/wilderness, or Areas of Critical Environmental
Concern.

4. The effects on the quality of the human environment of the proposed action are not highly
controversial.

5. The possible effects of the proposed action on the quality of the human environment are not
highly uncertain and do not involve unique or unknown risk.

6. The proposed action does not establish a precedent for actions with future significant effects or
represent a decision in principle about a future consideration. The right-of-way grant will be for
temporary use and the site will be restored to pre-construction conditions to the extent possible.

7. There are no significant cumulative effects identified by this assessment.

8. The proposed action will not adversely affect sites, highways, structures, or objects listed in,
or eligible for listing in, the National Register of Historic Places. Nor will it cause a loss or
destruction of significant scientific, cultural, or historical resources.

9. The proposed action will fully comply with the Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973, as
amended. United States Fish & Wildlife Service consultation was completed April 2008, and
National Marine Fisheries Service consultation was completed June 2008.

10. The project is consistent with the conservation needs of Special Status Species (SSS) and will
not contribute to the need to list any SSS, either under the provisions of the ESA or other
provisions of the manual (BLM Manual 6840.02).



11. There are no irreversible or irretrievable resource commitments identified by this assessment.

12. The proposed activities will not violate Federal, State, or local laws imposed for the
protection of the environment.
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